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PA - RICOH CO LTD 

Tl - NETWORK COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, METHOD FOR UPDATING 
AND DISTRIBUTING SOFTWARE OF PERIPHERAL DEVICE OF 
NETWORK COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, AND MACHINE-READABL 
MEDIUM WHERE PROGRAM ALLOWING COMPUTER TO 
IMPLEMENT SAME METHOD IS RECORDED 

AB - PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow a peripheral device 

connected to a network to always hold the latest module without the 
need of manual intervention when storing the latest software in the 
peripheral device. 
- SOLUTION: Peripheral devices, terminal device^ on which 
software operating the peripheral devices! is loaded, and a server 
device 3 equipped with a data base regarding the software 
operating at least the peripheral devices are connected to a 
transmission line and the network communication system makes a 
network communication according to a specific communication 
protocol; and each peripheral device 1 is equipped with a client 
control part 1 1 which requests the server devices the whole or part 
of the software operating the peripheral device 1 or the latest 
module information corresponding to modules that the software 
uses and obtains the modules and a software distributing agent32 
which distributes the obtained latest modules to the terminal 
devices 2. 
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